
 

 

 

 
Colin Streicher, EdS, NCSP  
 
Columbia Public Schools, Columbia, MO 
 

January 2022 

Describe the site where you work and how you decided on this type of 
placement.  
I currently support both an elementary and middle school and enjoy different aspects of each 
assignment. Part of what I enjoy about working at the elementary school level is collaborating with 
school teams to intervene early with at-risk students and ensure that they have access to evidence-
based academic and social–emotional interventions with progress monitoring data. At the middle 
school level, I enjoy being able to connect with students in a meaningful way and more directly involve 
them in the problem-solving process. 

What has been your experience like developing programs for areas of need 
in your work setting?  

During my time working with Columbia Public Schools, the majority of our efforts as school 
psychologists has been geared toward being active in the formal problem-solving process. Our direct 
involvement ensures that we are intervening for at-risk students, providing evidence-based 
intervention, and collecting data to monitor the effectiveness of said interventions. 

You have been described as particularly adept at working with student 
data, even during the challenges presented by the COVID-19 pandemic. 
What advice would you give to other school psychologists based off these 
experiences? 



I’m fortunate to work in a school district that has been actively improving their response to intervention 
approach for the last few years in the domain of academics, which has allowed current school teams 
to access a rich background of academic screening and progress monitoring data. Because of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, it is more critical now than ever to utilize both previous and current screening 
and progress monitoring data to make informed decisions regarding how to best support our students. 
For other early career school psychologists, my advice is to be actively involved in your building’s 
problem-solving process. While this can be a significant commitment, I have found that by being 
proactive and engaging in this process I am better able to ensure that students have access to 
evidence-based intervention with regular progress monitoring. This information is also of great value 
when making data-based decisions regarding a suspected educational disability and when 
considering an educational disability such as a learning disability.  

How do you navigate challenging situations you have encountered?  
Being a school psychologist is very challenging, as there is often an expectation to provide knowledge 
and expertise across an endless variety of topics. To ensure that I’m always able to assist with the 
problem-solving process and help school teams navigate challenging situations, I regularly collaborate 
with other professionals. It is important to be honest and vulnerable by acknowledging the expertise of 
others and seeking their input when they are more knowledgeable or have more experience in an area. 
By collaborating and allowing everyone to play to their strengths, we ensure that our school teams have 
access to the most accurate information to make informed decisions while also expanding our personal 
skill sets. 

What specific aspects of NASP membership and involvement have 
benefited you in your career thus far? Why is membership in NASP 
important to you?  
I feel that the resources NASP provides through Communiqué have had the greatest direct impact on 
my career thus far. Currently, we meet as a psych team once a month to engage in professional 
development by reading articles such as the “You Be the Judge” series in the Communiqué, review 
the different viewpoints presented throughout the article, and discuss these viewpoints, which can be 
beneficial as our field of work is often filled with gray areas where there may not be a clear correct or 
incorrect way to approach a situation. Additionally, maintaining a membership through NASP is 
important to me as there is a need for more school psychologists in our schools, and advocating for 
our profession through our national association is a great way to continue to get more exposure for 
the field.  

 

 

 
 


